· Independent Reading Assignment-FIRST HALF
· Task:  You will need to divide your book into two equal sections.  Post-its, which will contain your responses to your reading, must be placed throughout each section of the book.  Then, you will pick your 5 best post-its and type them up for my review for the first half.  

· Post-its:  As you read, you must use post-its to respond to your reading.  I expect to see at least 20 post-its for each section.  However, the post-its must be of substance.  I also want to see VARIETY in your post-its, and make sure they extend through the entire reading section.  While bulleted ideas/fragments are acceptable, still be clear.  (Define pronouns!)  Here are some ideas for using post-its:
	· FICTION IDEAS
	· NONFICTION IDEAS

	· Passages that deal with possible themes

· Passages that deal with/describe literary devices:  symbols, foreshadowing, flashback, irony, setting, POV, allusion, simile, metaphor, etc.
· Stylistic elements of word choice or sentence structure (Is it simple?  Colloquialisms?  Straightforward?  Sophisticated?  Long/short sentences?  Repetition?  Why???)

· How is dialogue used?
· Passages that are unclear to you

· Questions that you have for a character

· Questions that you have for the author of the book

· Important passages that show character development

· Important passages in plot development

· Your own feelings a about a character, event, etc.

· Connections you see to other books, movies, current events, etc.  
· Significance of names

· Significance of chapter titles, if any

	· Passages that deal with possible themes

· Important facts/details/statistics and how they matter to the story

· Where the author’s opinion about the subject matter becomes evident (tone)

· Why the book was written (purpose)

· How text features (maps, pictures/captions) matter to the book

· What role witnesses/expert testimony/research plays in the book

· What seems to be reliable info 

· What makes the author an expert or what makes the author suspect as an expert

· Organizational structure:  how is the story told?  In chronological order?  With flashback?  Compare/contrast?  Cause/effect?  

· Elements of style with word choice or sentence structure (is it simple?  Straightforward?  Sophisticated?  Long/short sentences?  Is there jargon?  Why???)

· Questions you have for the author

· Questions you have about an event/person

· Your own feelings about the subject matter

· Connections you see to other books, movies, current events, etc.




· Examples of unacceptable post-its:  “Neat,” “imagery here,” “cool,” “boring,” “ew,”, “symbol,” “the character is developed”
· Typed Post-Its

      For your five typed post-its you need to follow the following format:

· Context:  Explain what’s happening at that point in the text, what the main events are, describe the tension, and address the emotions of involved characters.

· Post-It:  Type the post-it as it appeared in your book.  Be sure to include the page number on which your post-it appeared in case I want to reference the page number.  Clarify if necessary!
· Analysis:  Here you will explain the importance of your post-it.  You may need to elaborate on the literary significance of the idea/concept addressed on your post-it.  You will be expanding on why that post-it is so important in highlighting a literary device and how.  

· EXAMPLE:

· Context:  

Prior to the start of Act I, Betty and Abigail had been caught dancing in the woods by Reverend Samuel Parris.  Following the debacle, Betty will not wake.

· Post-it:

When Miller states in Act I that, “trouble in this house eventually lands on her back,” he employs foreshadowing; difficulty will befall Tituba (Miller 8).

· Analysis:  

When the mystery of Betty’s illness arises, Miller intimates that suspicion will be cast upon Tituba, as it so often as.  As a slave, Tituba occupies the lowest position in the Puritan society.  Her race and her subservient status place her at the bottom of the social scale, removing any rights that the rest of the village holds.  Therefore, as the scapegoat, she often takes blame since no one will champion her cause. 
